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claimed by the apologists of Castlereagh, or whether Alexander's change of heart was due to other causes.10 Whatever may have been the real reason, the diplomatic crisis of early January was followed by a detente, and after laborious negotiations, rendered easier by Castlereagh's determination to create a strong Prussia (contrary to the wishes of Metternich), a settlement of the troublesome question of Poland and Saxony was agreed upon by the Great Powers in February, that is, before Napoleon left Elba and landed at Cannes (March 8, 1815, N.S.). By the Final Act of the Congress of Vienna (June, 1815), Prussia received the Polish territories known as the grand duchy of Posen, and Austria recovered Galicia, including eastern Galicia ceded to Russia in 1809. Cracow became a free city under the protection of Austria, Russia, and Prussia. The greater part of the former duchy of Warsaw was transferred to Russia and was given the status of a constitutional kingdom, with the Russian emperor as king. The other territorial changes made by the Congress of Vienna need not be discussed here, although Alexander took a prominent part in deciding the fate of some of these distant lands.
The position of Alexander in the council of the allies was undermined by the wrangle over Poland and by the escape of Napoleon from Elba, which was regarded at Vienna as a consequence of the tsar's unwarranted leniency in 1814. No Russian troops were available in western Europe in the spring of 1815, and Wellington curtly rejected Alexander's request for his own nomination as supreme commander of the allied army. The Russians took no part in the battle of Waterloo (June 18, N.S.), and it was the British and the Prussians who occupied Paris on July 7, N.S. In 1815 Wellington assumed the leading role Alexander had played a year earlier. The tsar did not reach Paris until July 10, N.S., two days after Louis XVIII, whose restoration he opposed, was installed by Wellington at the Tuileries. The rapacious vindictiveness of the Prussian generals and the stern realism of the British dominated the political scene. The second Peace of Paris (November 20, 1815, N.S.) reduced France to her frontiers of 1790 (instead of the frontiers of 1792 stipulated by the first Peace of Paris), imposed a heavy indemnity, and provided for an allied army of occupation of 150,000 men which was to remain in France for no longer than five years. Of this number 30,000 were Russians. Napoleon
10 The text of the treaty was communicated to Alexander in April, 1815, by Napoleon, who found it in Paris during the Hundred Days,